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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-64 are pending. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the length of the submitted 
abstract is much greater than the recommended length of 150 words. Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Cl aim R ejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1 - 9, 1 1-14,16-18,20-22,24-33,35-38,40-41,43-52,54-57,59-60,62-64 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nagashima (US6438574). 
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5. As to claim 1, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus comprising : 

a management means for managing ID information determined for 
each user and address location information associated with the 
ID information; (Nagashima teaches of a means (ID cards) that 
are used to store each user info, such as address location, COL. 
6, lines 33 - 37, Figure 5) 

an input means with which the user inputs the ID information; 
(Nagashima teaches of a control console, Figure 3 that allows 
for the input of ID information) 

and an obtaining means for specifying the address location 
information managed by the management means using the inputted 
ID information, communicating with an external apparatus via a 
predetermined communication medium on the basis of the address 
location information, and obtaining communication information 
residing at an address location specified by the address 
location information. (Nagashima teaches of a touch sensitive 
control panel, 56 of Figure 3 that is used to communicate with 
the external apparatus such as the printer or the scanner. The 
input ID is entered via the input ID key, 57 of Figure 3 . 
COL. 5, lines 9 - 16) . 
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6. As to claim 2, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: 
a display means for displaying the communication information 
obtained by the obtaining means. (Nagashima teaches of a liquid 
crystal panel that is capable of displaying the communication 
info, COL. 5, lines 5 - 9) . 



7. As to claim 3, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 2, where the display means 
separately displays communication information possessed by the 
multifunctional apparatus from the beginning and the 
communication information obtained from the external apparatus. 
(Nagashima teaches the liquid crystal display (56 of Figure 3) 
is separate from the input means (57 - 63), COL. 5, lines 9 - 
26) . 

8. As to claim 4, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 2, where the display means displays 
communication information possessed by the multifunctional 
apparatus from the beginning and the communication information 
obtained from the external apparatus at the same time by 
combining the possessed communication information and the 
obtained communication information. (Nagashima teacher that 
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information gained from the beginning from the ID card is 
displayed at the top of the screen, and the subsequent 
information is displayed lower on the liquid crystal display, 
COL. 5, lines 44-46, Figure 4) . 

9. As to claim 5, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 2, further comprising: 

a selection means for selecting a desired communication 
destination candidate from the communication information 
displayed by the display means. (Nagashima teaches of various 
display columns specifying the desired destination candidate, 
COL. 5, lines 4 8 - 61. Cursor keys 81, 81 of figure 4 can be 
used to select the destination, COL. 5, lines 62 - 63) . 

10. As to claim 6, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 3, further comprising: 

a selection means for selecting a desired communication 
destination candidate from the communication information 
displayed by the display means. (Nagashima teaches that Cursor 
keys 81, 81 of figure 4 can be used to select the destination, 
COL. 5, lines 62 - 63) . 
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11. As to claim 7, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 4, further comprising: 
a selection means for selecting a desired communication 
destination candidate from the communication information 
displayed by the display means. (Nagashima teaches that Cursor 
keys 81, 81 of figure 4 can be used to select the destination, 
COL. 5, lines 62 - 63) . 



12. As to claim 8, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 1, where the communication 
information is address information that specifies a 
communication destination. (Nagashima teaches that the 
communication information such as email is the destination, COL. 
5, lines 44 -46, Figure 4). 

13. As to claim 9, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 8, where the address information is 
address information converted by the external apparatus into a 
data format that is usable at the multifunctional 

apparatus. (Nagashima teaches in an example how the address 
information is converted into performing a print command as 
designated, Col. 6, lines 43 - 47). 
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14. As to claim 11, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: an 
authentication means for authenticating the user on the basis of 
the ID information inputted with the input means and the 
information managed by the management means. (Nagashima teaches 
of the use of an ID card to authenticate the user, Col. G, line 
66 - COL. 7, line 8) . 

15. As to claim 12, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: a control 
means for controlling the obtaining means and the management 
means, where when the ID information is inputted with the input 
means, the control means judges whether or not it is required to 
obtain the communication information on the basis of a 
predetermined condition. (Nagashima teaches of the ID code being 
stored in the header of transmission, and only transmission data 
that would be printed out, COL. 7, lines 15 - 18). 

16. As to claims 13,37, and 56 Nagashima discloses a 
multifunctional apparatus method and control program, where the 
predetermined condition is timing information that determines 
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intervals between operations for obtaining the communication 
information. (Nagashima teaches of data being temporarily read 
by one computer, and then further transmission is based on the 
user ID code. If ID is authentic, transmission of data to the 
printer is possible, COL. 7, lines 40 - 49) . 

17. As to claims 14,38, and 57, Nagashima discloses a 
multifunctional apparatus, method and control program where it 
is possible to define the timing information for each user 
managed by the management means. (Nagashima teaches of using 
multiple computers to employ function, COL. 7, lines 55- 63. 
However one may attach a password to a job, that would limit how 
it is handled, COL. 8, lines 15-27, Figure 7) . 

18. As to claim 16, Nagashima discloses a multifunctional 
apparatus according to claim 1, where the management means 
manages the ID information and the address location information 
by utilizing a nonvolatile storage medium. (Nagashima teaches 
that the ID information is stored on a floppy disk, CD-R, non- 
volatile type memory card, ROM, COL. 14, lines 19 - 23) . 

19. As to claims 17, 21,40 and 59, Nagashima discloses a 
multifunctional apparatus, method, and control program capable 
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of communicating with an external apparatus via a predetermined 

communication medium, comprising: 

a management means for managing communication information 
concerning the external apparatus; (Nagashima teaches of 
managing communication on a multifunction apparatus shown in the 
embodiment of Figure 2. This apparatus comprises of external 
apparatus such as scanner (44), keyboards 22,29,37 of Figure 2). 
a reception means for receiving, from the external apparatus, a 
request to obtain the communication information managed by the 
management means; (Nagashima teaches of a means that allows for 
the reception of information as illustrated in Figure 1. There 
are computers (1,2,3), server (4) to manage faxes and emails, 
and a digital copier 10, COL. 3 lines 50 - 62) . 

and a transfer means for transferring the communication 
information to the external apparatus, which has requested the 
communication information, on the basis of the request. 
(Nagashima teaches of a means of transferring information to 
external apparatus as illustrated in Figure 1. Server (4) 
transfers faxes, and email, as does digital copier (10) and 
computers (1- 3) . 

20. As to claims 18,22,41, and 60 Nagashima discloses a 
multifunctional information processing apparatus, method and 
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control program using: a data conversion means for converting, 
on the basis of the request received by the reception means, the 
communication information managed by the management means into a 
data format usable at the external apparatus. (Nagashima teaches 
of converting information into PDL and using this format for all 
element of the multi- function apparatus to afford higher machine 
productivity, COL. 2, lines 6 - 21) . 



21. As to claims 20, 24 ,43, and 62, Nagashima discloses a 
multifunctional, information processing apparatus and method, 
where the transfer means transfers the communication information 
using a predetermined communication protocol. (Nagashima teaches 
of using the predetermined communication protocol of Page 
Description Language, Col . 2 , and lines 16 - 21) . 



22. As to claims 25 and 44, Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program comprising: a management 
step for managing ID information determined for each user and 
address location information associated with the ID 
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information; (Nagashima teaches of storing ID information in an 
ID card. User name, ID code, password, and addresses to 
pertinent portions of the multifunction apparatus is captured, 
COL. 6, lines 34 - 37, Figure 5). 

an input step in which the user inputs the ID information; 
(Nagashima teaches of users placing the ID cards (15 - 18) in ID 
card recognition units (11-14) to gain access to the system, 
COL. 6, lines 26 .- 32) . 

and an obtaining step for specifying the address location 
information managed in the management step using the inputted ID 
information, communicating with an external apparatus via a 
predetermined communication medium on the basis of the address 
location information, and obtaining communication information 
residing at an address location specified by the address 
location information. (Nagashima teaches that when the user has 
gained access to the system, the ID card recognition unit will 
allow tasks as allowed by the information resident of the ID 
card, COL. 6, lines 42 - 50) . 

23. As to claims 26, and 45 Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program: 

a display step for displaying the communication information 
obtained in the obtaining step. (Nagashima teaches that the 
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communication information is displayed on the touch panel. 
Figure 4 illustrates samples of this display, COL. 5, lines 38 - 
43) . 

24. As to claims 27, and 46 Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program, where in the display 
step, communication information possessed by the multifunctional 
apparatus from the beginning and the communication information 
obtained from the external apparatus are separately displayed. 
(Nagashima teaches that the user panel (see Figure 4) is used to 
view the communication information from the multifunctional 
apparatus as header information, which is separate from the 
external apparatus information) . 

25. As to claims 28, and 47 Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program, where in the display 
step, communication information possessed by the multifunctional 
apparatus from the beginning and the communication inf or-mation 
obtained from the external apparatus are combined with each 
other and displayed at the same time. (Nagashima teaches that 
the communication information possessed by the apparatus and the 
information from the external apparatus can be combined and 
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displayed by using the preview button (83) on the touch panel, 
see Figure 4) . 

26. As to claims 29, and 48 Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program: 

a selection step for selecting a desired communication 
destination candidate from the communication information 
displayed in the display step. (Nagashima teaches of a variety 
of desired destination on the touch panel in Figure 4) 

27. As to claims 30, 31, and 49, Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program: 

a selection step for selecting a desired communication 
destination candidate from the communication information 
displayed in the display step. (Nagashima teaches of using the 
scroll keys (81,82 of Figure 4) to select to select a job, COL. 
5, lines 62 - 63) . 

28. As to claims 32, and 51 Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program, where the communication 
information is address information that specifies a 
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communication destination. (Nagashima teaches in Figure 4 of 
Job. No. 2 being sent to fax address = 0001 ) . 

29. As to claims 33, and 52 Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program, where the address 
information is address information converted by the external 
apparatus into a data format that is usable at the 
multifunctional apparatus. (Nagashima teaches that fax 
address=0001 need to be converted to associated fax destination, 
of Figure 2) 

30. As to claims 35, and 54 Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program comprising: 

an authentication step for authenticating the user on the basis 
of the ID information inputted in the input step and the 
information managed in the management step. (Nagashima teaches 
of requiring a password in step 11 of Figure 7, COL. 8, lines 15 
- 27) . 

31. As to claims 36, and 55 Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program comprising: 

a control step for controlling the obtaining step and the 
management step, where when the ID information is inputted in 
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the input step, the control step judges whether or not it is 
required to obtain the communication information on the basis of 
a predetermined condition. (Nagashima teaches of requiring a 
password in step 11 of Figure 7, COL. 8, and lines 15 - 2 7) . 

32. As to claim 63 and 64 Nagashima discloses a computer- 
readable recording medium storing the control program. Nagashima 
teaches of storing the program codes on a system that is usable 
by a computer system, COL. 14, lines 7 - 19) . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

33. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

34. Claims 10,19,23,34,42,53,61 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nagashima (US6438574). 

35. As to claims 10,19,23,34,42,53,61 Nagashima discloses a 
multifunctional - apparatus-, — control program and data -processing 
method. Nagashima does not teach the communication information 
is data written in an XML language. (Nagashima teaches that a 

cm) 

page description language is employed to store information, COL. 
1, line 64 - Col. 2. line 5). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been an 
obvious matter, of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to use PDL, because applicant has not disclosed that 
data written in XML and converted to XML provides an advantage. 
One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have 
expected Applicant's invention to perform equally as well with 
the usage of PDL, because both languages control contents on a 
page . 

36. As to claims 15,39, and 58 Nagashima discloses a data 
processing method and control program comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/025,926 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2111 

an update step for forcibly obtaining the communication 
information even in a case where the obtaining step is 
controlled in the control step on the basis of the 
predetermined condition so as not to obtain the communication 
information even if the ID information is inputted. 
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Conclusion 



37. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher A Daley whose telephone number is 703 
605 4214. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 am. - 4p m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on 703 305 4815. The fax phone number for 
the orga nizatio n where this ap plica tion or pr oceedin g is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). . _ 
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September 8, 2004 




